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Executive Summary

In an earlier Nebraska Rural Poll report (August 2006), rural Nebraskans were asked their
opinions of newcomers in general to their community. Some parts of rural Nebraska have seen
significant growth of a specific group of newcomers, Latin American immigrants. How do rural
Nebraskans view recent immigrants from Latin America? How do they view various
immigration policies? Do their views differ by community size, the region in which they live, or
their education level?

This report details 2,482 responses to the 2006 Nebraska Rural Poll, the eleventh annual effort to
understand rural Nebraskans’ perceptions of current issues and conditions. Respondents were
asked a series of questions regarding immigrants from Latin America and immigration policies.
Comparisons are made among different respondent subgroups, that is, comparisons by age,
occupation, region, etc. Based on these analyses, some key findings emerged:

° Many rural Nebraskans are aware of recent Latin American immigrants living in their
community. Over one-half (64%) of rural Nebraskans are aware of recent Latin
American immigrants living in their community. (page 4)

v/ Persons living in or near larger communities are more likely than persons living in or
near smaller communities to be aware of recent Latin American immigrants living in
their community. Eighty-three percent of persons living in or near communities with
populations of 10,000 or more are aware of recent Latin American immigrants living
in their community, compared to approximately 46 percent of persons living in or
near communities with less than 1,000 people. (page 4)

v/ Persons living in the Northeast and South Central regions are more likely than
persons living elsewhere in the state to be aware of recent Latin American
immigrants living in their community. Approximately 73 percent of persons living in
these two regions are aware of Latin American immigrants living in their community,
compared to 45 percent of persons living in the North Central region. (page 4)

° Many rural Nebraskans support allowing undocumented workers who have been
working and paying taxes for five years or more to apply for citizenship. Over one-half
(56%) of rural Nebraskans agree with this statement, while 29 percent disagree. (page 9)
v/ Latino respondents are more likely than non-Latinos to agree with allowing
undocumented workers who have been working and paying taxes to apply for
citizenship. Seventy-six percent of Latino respondents agree with this statement,
compared to 56 percent of non-Latinos. (page 12)

° Most rural Nebraskans express agreement with policies that try to prevent illegal
immigration. Most rural Nebraskans (87%) agree with the statement that the government
should tighten the borders to prevent illegal immigration. Over three-quarters (77%) of
rural Nebraskans agree with the statement that businesses that employ undocumented
workers should be penalized. Seventy-two percent agree with the statement that
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undocumented immigrants should be deported. (page 9)

v/ Non-Latino respondents are more likely than Latino respondents to agree with
statements that penalize or prevent illegal immigration. Seventy-eight percent of non-
Latinos agree that businesses that employ undocumented workers should be
penalized, compared to 30 percent of Latino respondents. Seventy-two percent of
non-Latinos agree that undocumented immigrants should be deported, while 26
percent of Latino respondents share this opinion. Eighty-seven percent of non-Latinos
agree with the statement that the government should tighten the borders to prevent
illegal immigration, compared to 45 percent of Latino respondents. (page 11)

Opinions are mixed on creating a “guest worker” program. One-half (50%) disagree
with the statement that a “guest worker” program should be created to allow immigrants
to work in the United States without becoming citizens. Approximately one-third (34%)
agree with this statement. (page 9)

v/ Laborers are the occupation group most likely to disagree that a “guest worker”
program should be created. Fifty-eight percent of laborers disagree with this
statement, compared to 40 percent of persons with professional occupations. (page
11)

v/ Latino respondents are more likely than non-Latinos to favor creating a ““guest
worker” program. Over one-half (58%) of Latino respondents agree that a guest
worker program should be created, compared to 34 percent of non-Latinos. (page 12)

Many rural Nebraskans disagree with policies that grant citizenship or other benefits
to young undocumented immigrants. Seventy-two percent disagree with the statement
that in-state college tuition should be available to undocumented immigrants under the
age of 21 who have been living in the United States for at least five years. Fifty-six
percent disagree with the statement that citizenship should be available to undocumented
immigrants under the age of 21 who have been living in the United States for five years
and are in 7" grade or above. (page 9)

v/ Latino respondents are more likely than non-Latinos to agree with policies that grant
benefits to young undocumented immigrants. Fifty-seven percent of Latino
respondents agree that in-state college tuition should be available to undocumented
immigrants that meet certain criteria. Only 16 percent of non-Latinos share this
opinion. Seventy-two percent of Latino respondents agree that citizenship should be
available to undocumented immigrants under the age of 21 who have been living in
the United States for five years and are in 7" grade or above. Twenty-seven percent of
non-Latinos agree with this statement. (page 11)

Most rural Nebraskans do not support allowing families of immigrant workers to come
to the United States regardless of other restrictions on immigration. Seventy-three
percent disagree with the statement that families of immigrant workers should be allowed
to come to the United States regardless of other restrictions on immigration. (page 9)

v/ Latino respondents are more likely than non-Latino respondents to agree that
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families of immigrant workers should be allowed to come to the United States
regardless of other restrictions on immigration. Forty-one percent of Latino
respondents agree with this statement, compared to 12 percent of non-Latinos. (page
12)

Most rural Nebraskans are concerned with recent immigrants learning to speak
English. The vast majority (94%) of rural Nebraskans agree with the statement that
immigrants from Latin America should learn to speak English within a reasonable
amount of time. In addition, over two-thirds (69%) disagree with the statement that rural
Nebraska communities should communicate important information in Spanish as well as
English. Twenty percent agree with this statement. (page 5)

v Differences of opinion on language issues occur between Latino and non-Latino
respondents. Just over three fourths (76%) of Latino respondents agree that rural
Nebraska communities should communicate important information in Spanish as well
as English. Only 20 percent of non-Latinos agree with this statement. When given the
statement that immigrants from Latin America should learn to speak English within a
reasonable amount of time, 94 percent of non-Latinos agree, compared to 82 percent
of Latino respondents. (page 8)

Approximately one-half of rural Nebraskans do not see immigration from Latin
America as being positive for rural Nebraska. Fifty-six percent disagree with the
statement that in general, immigration from Latin America has been good for rural
Nebraska. Fourteen percent agree with the statement. Similarly, one-half (50%) disagree
with the statement that immigrants from Latin America strengthen rural Nebraska.
Sixteen percent agree with this statement. (page 5)
v/ Persons with higher education levels are more likely than persons with less education
to agree that immigration from Latin America has been positive for rural Nebraska.
As an example, 27 percent of persons with at least a bachelors degree agree with the
statement that immigrants from Latin America strengthen rural Nebraska, compared
to approximately 13 percent of persons without a four year college degree. (page 7)
v/ Persons who have had close contact with Latin American immigrants (have friends,
relatives, close acquaintances or coworkers who are recent Latin American
immigrants) are more likely than persons without this close contact to agree that
immigrants from Latin America strengthen rural Nebraska. One quarter (25%) of
persons with close contact with recent Latin American immigrants agree with this
statement, compared to 14 percent of persons without this contact. (page 7)

Opinions are mixed on the reception Latin American immigrants receive from rural
Nebraskans. Over one-third (38%) of rural Nebraskans agree with the statement that
immigrants from Latin America are often discriminated against in rural Nebraska.
Twenty-eight percent disagree with that statement. Twenty-eight percent agree with the
statement that rural Nebraska communities do a lot to include immigrants from Latin
America into the community. Twenty-three percent disagree with that statement. (page 5)
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these differences tend to be between groups
that are more likely to answer *“yes” and
those who are more likely to answer “don’t
know.”

Perceptions of Latin American Immigrants

Respondents were provided a list of
statements about immigrants from Latin
America and were asked to indicate the
extent to which they agree or disagree with
each. Rural Nebraskans are concerned with

immigrants learning to speak English. The
vast majority (94%) of rural Nebraskans
agree with the statement that immigrants
from Latin America should learn to speak
English within a reasonable amount of time
(Table 2). In addition, over two-thirds (69%)
disagree with the statement that rural
Nebraska communities should communicate
important information in Spanish as well as
English. Twenty percent agree with this
statement.

Table 2. Opinions About Latin American Immigrants

Strongly
Disagree

Strongly
Disagree  Neither  Agree Agree

Immigrants from Latin America

strengthen rural Nebraska. 17%

Wages increase for most people in
rural Nebraska communities when
undocumented immigrants
(sometimes referred to as illegal

immigrants or aliens) are hired. 33

In general, immigration from Latin
America has been good for rural

Nebraska. 25

Immigrants from Latin America are
often discriminated against in rural
Nebraska.

Rural Nebraska communities should
communicate important information

in Spanish as well as English. 41

Immigrants from Latin America
should learn to speak English within
a reasonable amount of time.

Rural Nebraska communities do a
lot to include immigrants from Latin
America into the community.

33% 33% 15% 1%

41 21 4 1

31 30 13 2

21 34 33 5

28 12 16 4

18 49 24 4
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Rural Nebraskans are also concerned with
the effect illegal immigration may have on
wages. Almost three-quarters (74%)
disagree with the statement that wages
increase for most people in rural Nebraska
communities when undocumented
immigrants are hired. Only five percent
agree with this statement.

At least one-half of rural Nebraskans do not
see immigration from Latin America as
being positive for rural Nebraska. Fifty-six
percent disagree with the statement that in
general, immigration from Latin America
has been good for rural Nebraska. Fourteen
percent agree with the statement. Similarly,
one-half (50%) disagree with the statement
that immigrants from Latin America
strengthen rural Nebraska. Sixteen percent
agree with this statement.

Opinions are mixed on the reception Latin
American immigrants receive from rural
Nebraskans. Over one-third (38%) of rural
Nebraskans agree with the statement that
immigrants from Latin America are often
discriminated against in rural Nebraska.
Twenty-eight percent disagree with that
statement. Twenty-eight percent agree with
the statement that rural Nebraska
communities do a lot to include immigrants
from Latin America into the community.
Twenty-three percent disagree with that
statement.

The responses to this question are examined
by community size, region and various
individual attributes (Appendix Table 3).
Some differences are detected.

Persons living in or near larger communities
are more likely than persons living in or
near smaller communities to agree that
communities need to and do include Latin
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American immigrants in their community.
Thirty-five percent of persons living in or
near communities with populations of
10,000 or more agree with the statement that
rural Nebraska communities do a lot to
include immigrants from Latin America into
the community. In comparison,
approximately 25 percent of persons living
in or near towns with less than 10,000
people agree with this statement. Similarly,
almost one-quarter (24%) of persons living
in or near the largest communities agree
with the statement that rural Nebraska
communities should communicate important
information in Spanish as well as English.
Fourteen percent of persons living in or near
towns with less than 1,000 people share this
opinion.

A few differences of opinion are detected by
region. Persons living in both the Northeast
and South Central regions are more likely
than persons living in other regions of the
state to agree that rural Nebraska
communities do a lot to include immigrants
from Latin America into the community.
Approximately one-third of the residents in
these two regions agree with that statement,
compared to approximately 20 percent of
persons living in both the North Central and
Southeast regions.

However, residents from the Northeast
region are the regional group most likely to
disagree with the statement that immigrants
from Latin American strengthen rural
Nebraska. Fifty-five percent of persons in
the Northeast region disagree with this
statement, compared to 44 percent of
persons living in the Panhandle.

Younger persons are more likely than older
persons to agree that immigrants from Latin
America are often discriminated against in



rural Nebraska. Over one-half (53%) of
persons under the age of 40 agree with this
statement, compared to 33 percent

of persons age 65 and older.

Younger persons are also more likely than
older persons to disagree with the statement
that rural Nebraska communities do a lot to
include immigrants from Latin America into
the community. Thirty-three percent of
persons age 19 to 39 disagree with this
statement, compared to 19 percent of
persons age 65 and older.

Persons with higher education levels are
more likely than persons with less education
to agree with the statement that immigrants
from Latin America strengthen rural
Nebraska (Figure 2). Twenty-seven percent
of persons with at least a bachelors degree
agree with this statement, compared to
approximately 13 percent of persons without
a four year college degree.

Persons with at least a four year college

Figure 2. Views by Education
Level that Latin American
Immigrants Strengthen Rural
Nebraska

Bachelor/grad
degree

Some college

H.S. diploma
or less

0% 50% 100%

H Disagree O Neither O Agree

Research Report 06-5 of the Center for Applied Rural Innovation

Page 7

degree are also the education group most
likely to agree with the statement that in
general, immigration from Latin America
has been good for rural Nebraska. Twenty-
two percent of persons with at least a four-
year college degree agree with this
statement, compared to 12 percent of
persons without a four-year college degree.

This same pattern occurs with the responses
to the statement that immigrants from Latin
America are often discriminated against in
rural Nebraska. Forty-seven percent of
persons with at least a four-year college
degree agree with this statement, compared
to 33 percent of persons with a high school
diploma or less education.

Persons who have had close contact with
Latin American immigrants (have friends,
relatives, close acquaintances or coworkers
who are recent Latin American immigrants)
are more likely than persons without this
close contact to agree that immigrants from
Latin America strengthen rural Nebraska.
One quarter (25%) of persons with close
contact with recent Latin American
immigrants agree with this statement,
compared to 14 percent of persons without
this contact.

Persons with professional occupations are
more likely than persons with different
occupations to agree that immigrants from
Latin America strengthen rural Nebraska.
Twenty-four percent of persons with
professional occupations agree with this
statement, compared to 11 percent of
laborers.

Persons with professional occupations are
also the occupation group most likely to
agree with the statement that immigrants
from Latin America are often discriminated



against in rural Nebraska. Almost one-half
(48%) of persons with professional
occupations agree with this statement,
compared to approximately 34 percent of
laborers or farmers and ranchers.

Many large differences occur by ethnicity.
Latino respondents are more likely than
non-Latinos to see the benefits of Latin
American immigrants. Seventy-two percent
of Latino respondents agree with the
statement that immigrants from Latin
America strengthen rural Nebraska,
compared to 16 percent of non-Latinos.
Seventy percent of Latino respondents agree
with the statement that immigration from
Latin America has been good for rural
Nebraska, compared to 14 percent of non-
Latinos.

Latino respondents are more likely than
non-Latinos to say that Latin American
immigrants face discrimination and barriers
to inclusion in the community. Over one-
half (61%) of Latino respondents agree that
immigrants from Latin America are often
discriminated against in rural Nebraska
(Figure 3). Thirty-nine percent of non-

Figure 3. Latino and Non-Latino
Views whether Latin American
Immigrants Are Often
Discriminated Against

Non-

Latinos 39
Latinos 61 ‘
0% 50% 100%

W Disagree O Neither O Agree
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Latinos share this opinion. In addition,
Latino respondents are more likely than
non-Latinos to disagree with the statement
that rural Nebraska communities do a lot to
include immigrants from Latin America into
the community. Almost one-half (46%) of
Latino respondents disagree with this
statement, compared to 23 percent of non-
Latinos.

Differences of opinion on language issues
also occur between Latino respondents and
non-Latinos. Just over three fourths (76%)
of Latino respondents agree that rural
Nebraska communities should communicate
important information in Spanish as well as
English. Twenty percent of non-Latinos
agree with this statement. When given the
statement that immigrants from Latin
America should learn to speak English
within a reasonable amount of time, non-
Latinos are more likely than Latino
respondents to agree. Ninety-four percent of
non-Latinos agree with this statement,
compared to 82 percent of Latino
respondents.

Non-Latinos are more likely than Latino
respondents to disagree with the statement
that wages increase for most people in rural
Nebraska communities when undocumented
immigrants are hired. Three-fourths (75%)
of non-Latinos disagree with this statement,
compared to one-half (50%) of Latino
respondents.

Perceptions of Immigration Policies

Finally, respondents were given a series of
statements about immigration policies
debated by Congress or the Nebraska
legislature. They were asked to rate the
extent they agreed or disagreed with each
statement.



Most rural Nebraskans express agreement
with policies that try to prevent illegal
immigration. Most rural Nebraskans (87%)
agree with the statement that the
government should tighten the borders to
prevent illegal immigration (Table 3). Over
three-quarters (77%) of rural Nebraskans

Table 3. Opinions on Immigration Policies

agree with the statement that businesses that

employ undocumented workers should be
penalized. Seventy-two percent agree with

the statement that undocumented immigrants

should be deported.

Many rural Nebraskans disagree with

Strongly

Disagree

Disagree

Neither

Agree

Strongly
Agree

In-state college tuition should be

available to undocumented immigrants

under the age of 21 who have been

living in the U.S. for at least 5 years. 42%

Citizenship should be available to
undocumented immigrants under the

age of 21 who have been living in the

U.S. for 5 years and are in 7" grade or

above. 29

Businesses that employ undocumented
workers should be penalized. 3

Undocumented immigrants should be
deported. 4

An undocumented immigrant who has

been working and paying taxes for five

years or more should be allowed to

apply for citizenship. 14

The government should tighten the
borders to prevent illegal immigration. 3

Families of immigrant workers should

be allowed to come to the U.S.

regardless of other restrictions on

immigration. 39

A “guest-worker” program should be
created to allow immigrants to work in
the U.S. without becoming citizens. 27

30%

27

15

34

23

12%

16

12

17

16

15

17

14%

24

36

35

46

33

10

26

3%

41

37

10

54
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